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DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's basketball Panthers completed their
most successful season as a major college team finishing with a 20-10 record and winning
the Mid-Continent tournament.
The Panthers downed Southwest Missouri, 75-64, Sunday in the title game shooting a
Lantz Gym record 67.3% from the field.

The 20 wins was the most in the school's four

year Division I history and the first since the 1979-80 Division II club went 22-7.
It also was the ninth 20 win season ever.
The Panthers set six individual school records, three team records, tied two
Mid-Continent marks and set two more.
Although not setting any records, 6-4 junior forward Jon Collins (East St. LouisCahokia) was the league's 'Most Valuable Player' in a vote of Mid-Continent coaches.
He finished second in scoring with an 18.6 average and his 558 points was the third
best EIU single season effort.

He also moved into 15th place on the all-time EIU list

with 1071 points, and could challenge the school

r~cord

of 1655 set by John Milholland

(1955-58).
Dirk Androff (Decatur-Eisenhower), 6-7 senior, set an EIU and Mid-Continent record
by shooting 65.6% from the field hitting 141-215.

He also set an EIU career percentage

mark shooting 61% for his three year career.
Senior Troy Richardson (Dolton-Thornridge) led the league with 197 assists (6.6 p/game)
and 80 steals (2.7 p/game), and set school records in each category.
Kevin Duckworth (Dolton-Thornridge), 7-0 junior center who was slowed the last two
weeks with a broken hand, still managed to set a season record with 44 blocked shots and
game mark of five vs. Illinois Tech.

He led the league with 1.5 p/game.

The Panthers set a team shooting record of 52.8%, and single game marks of 71.7%
(33-46) at Northern Iowa and 67.3% (33-49) in Lantz Gym.
The Panthers had the dubious honor of losing four one-point games, a conference
mark for most in a season, but also tied league records for most one-point wins (3) and
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most overtime games (4).

Altogether 14 of the 30 games were decided by less than five

points.
Eastern will return three starters

in 1985-86, guard Doug Crook (Vincennes, IN-

Lincoln), Duckworth and Collins along with Norm Evans (Joliet-Central), who was the top
backcourt reserve and averaged almost 10 minutes a game.
The final Mid-Continent standings are as follows:

AMCU
Cleveland State
Western Illinois
EASTERN ILLINOIS
Southwest Missouri
Illinois-Chicago
Northern Iowa
Valparaiso
Wis-Green Bay

11-3

10-4
9-5
8-6
7-7
6-8
4-10
1-13

-30-

Overall
21-8
14-14
20-10
17-13
14-14
12-16
8-20
4-24

